
 

 

   

25 June 2015 
 
Mobile Black Spot Programme  

 

Good morning, 

 

I am pleased to announce that Telstra has been selected by the Federal Government to play a lead role in the Mobile Black Spot Programme to 

deliver mobile coverage to a large number of regional communities for the first time.    

 

Our comprehensive national bid to participate in the Black Spot Programme is backed by our unparalleled experience in building networks in 

regional Australia and we are very excited about the opportunity to build 429 new towers.  This has been made possible by the support of not 

just the Federal Government, but several State and Local Governments and other third parties as well.  I encourage you to read an article from 

our Group Managing Director, Networks, Mike Wright which contains further detail about this announcement as well as providing access to 

the map below as well as State/ Territory maps. Click here to read more 

 

 

 

Mobile Black Spot Programme 



 
 

In return for the $94.8 million allocated to Telstra to fund new mobile base stations, we are committing $165 million of our own funds and 

have worked with Victorian, New South Wales, Queensland, Tasmanian and Western Australian State Governments as well as multiple Local 

Governments to attract tens of millions of dollars in targeted additional funding.  In total, this represents an investment of over $340 million in 

regional telecommunications and combined with our networks expertise will bring new and improved coverage to hundreds of communities 

across the country. 

 



Not only will these new towers be able to support Telstra services but space on these towers will be available to other carriers, including Optus 

and Vodafone, to install equipment on them in order to offer their own services, in accordance with existing industry practices.  

 

In addition to the new 3G/4G mobile towers, we will be installing 250 small cells solely at Telstra’s expense to deliver 4G/LTE data services in 

some small country towns where suitable Telstra infrastructure is available. At this time we do not have confirmation of where these small 

cells will be located. Over the coming months we will be working with the Federal Government on a process to set the parameters to decide 

on the locations for the small cells. Communities can register their interest in receiving a small cell by emailing: 

mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au 

 

The Mobile Black Spot Programme has a three year rollout and funding timeframe.  We are working with the Federal Government on a rollout 

schedule for the new towers and will then commence normal planning and consultation processes with relevant authorities around any new 

towers. 

 

Our overriding objective in participating in this program is to maximise the new coverage in regional Australia.  We recognise some 

communities will be disappointed to have missed out on funding.  A number of factors determined which areas received funding, including the 

parameters for the program set by the Federal Government, the availability of State or Local Government funding, technical feasibility of 

certain sites and the cost of providing services.  Unfortunately, based on current technology and limited budgets, there are always going to be 

some areas in a country the size of Australia that don’t have mobile coverage.   

 

The Mobile Black Spot Programme tender was an open and competitive process.  Every carrier had an equal opportunity to put in the best bid 

to deliver new coverage. We put a lot of work into developing our bid in terms of delivering new coverage and it is backed by $165 million of 

our own capital. We are proud to have put forward a strong bid for regional Australia and look forward to rolling out the new towers and 

expanding coverage for hundreds of communities over the next three years. 

If you require more information, you may find it in the following article from our Group Managing Director, Networks. Mike Wright which 

contains further detail about this announcement as well as providing access to the map below as well as State/ Territory maps.  

Click here to read more.  

Alternatively please feel free to contact either myself or a member of the Government Relations team which you can reach via this email 

address: Telstra’s Government Relations Team.   

Kind Regards 

James Shaw, Director, Telstra Government Relations 

 


